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in 1907 by Mrs. Margaret Olivia Sage for “the improvement
of social and living conditions in the United States.” The
founda
tion seeks to fulfill this mandate by fostering
the development and dissemination of knowledge about
the country’s political, social, and economic problems.
While the foundation endeavors to assure the accuracy
and objectivity of each book it publishes, the conclusions
and interpretations in Russell Sage Foundation publications are those of the authors and not of the foundation, its
trustees, or its staff. Publication by Russell Sage, therefore,
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Mission Statement
RSF: The Russell Sage Foundation Journal of the Social
Sciences is a peer-reviewed, open-access journal of original
empirical research articles by both established and emerg
ing scholars. It is designed to promote cross-disciplinary
collaborations on timely issues of interest to academics,
policymakers, and the public at large. Each issue is thematic
in nature and focuses on a specific research question or
area of interest. The introduction to each issue will include
an accessible, broad, and synthetic overview of the research
question under consideration and the current thinking from
the various social sciences.
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The Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation
Guided by the belief that every life has equal value, the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation works to help all people lead
healthy, productive lives. In developing countries, we focus on
improving people’s health and giving them the chance to lift
themselves out of hunger and extreme poverty. In the United
States, we seek to ensure that all people—especially those with
the fewest resources—have access to the opportunities they
need to succeed in school and life.
The foundation’s U.S. Economic Mobility and Opportunity Program seeks to ensure that there are more public, private, philanthropic, and academic actors working together over the next
decade to dramatically increase economic mobility. We are
working to increase access to better information and tools
needed to tackle barriers to opportunity and develop mobility
strategies at the community, state, and national levels. We are
committed to partnership, innovation, research, and programmatic investments that will help more Americans to climb the
economic ladder and lead fulfilling, dignified lives.

